The Liturgical Seasons of the Catholic Church

Death could not hold Him!
Rejoice in the Resurrection.
Fastertide, or the Easter Season, bengEaWSmdagamdmwmm,
ending with the coming of the Holy Spirit on the 50th daw, Pentecost Sunday. It also

includes the Feast of the Ascension (hOdﬂgsaﬁwWmen.) Although the
Easter Vigul held on Easter Saturday often marks its beginning.

Easter m'taspi/rimalwmiﬂqaihapp@fwdjw once, longa,go;wed,on'tswg "Chaist
has risen” but "Chuist is risen,  because He rose, boday and soul, and is still alive and
wiﬂqmtod,ag.ThaIiAUn,emmmmm,gquam.

Churist is risen! Indeed He is risen!

Also, once again we can wse the word Alleluia praising God, that has been missing all
thmghLmIﬁmnChMSW.
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Easter Sunday is a happy day for Christians because they believe that Jesus rose
from the dead on this day. Theybelieve that Jesws resurrection or coming alive
shows that death is not the end of everything. Many go to chuwrch to thank God, for
Jesus life. Chuurch bells are rung and chusrches are decorated with flowers such as
white lilies which are associated with Easter. The colours in the chuwrch change to
white or- gold which are thought to be the best colowrs.

There are marny austoms associated with Easter Day which imvolve eggs. For- this
reason Easter Daty used to be known as Egg Sunday. For the Llast two hundred yearsin
Britain the custom of giwing children chocolate eggs has been popular while in Europe
and America parents hide chocolate eggsin the garden for children to find. In many

cowniries children are given hawd boiled eqgs and it is also a custom for children to

decorate these by painting or dyeing them in bright colowsrs.

EggsweabwszthmghltobwpmiwenbejomJMWbom. |ti/3becawt}wga/re
associated with new life when the chick breaks from the egg. After Jesws had risen

From the dead it was easy to think of eggs as a sign of new life or the empty tomb after
l/ijeha/scmmfmmwSoeggshameabwmgsbmpwrtoj:cd,@bmﬂmwaiEm.
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The period from Easter Sunday thirough Divine Mercy Sunday (the Sunday after
Easter Sundaw) s an especially joy ful time. The Catholic Chuurch refers to these eight
days (cowntingboth Easter Sunday and Divine Mercy Sunday) as the Octare of
Easter. (Octanve is also sometimmes wsed to indicate the eighth day, thatis, Divine

Mercy Sunday, rather than the entire eight-day period.)

Everyday in the Octane of Easter is so umportant that it is treated as a. contirumation,

ﬁEWSWW.FWWW,MWgMWWWOW@
Easter (since fastinghas abways been forbidden on Sundays), and on the Friday
aﬁwEaM,anmlobhgaﬂmwabmmﬁmnmmFﬁdagsmwm.

But the Easter season doesn t end after the Octanve of Easter: Because Easter is the
WWWMWWWCWMWMWWWWWMU/M
Chaistmas, the Easter season contirues on Jor 50 daws, through the Ascension of
OwrLord to Pentecost Sunday, a soven full weeks after Easter Sunday! Indeed, for the
pwrpose of fulfilling owr Easter Duty (the requirement to receive Communion at Least
once during the Easter season), the Easter season extends a.bit further, until Trinity

Sundaw, the first Sunday after Pentecost. That final week isn 't counted in the
reqular Easter season, though.

So even after Easter Sunday has passed, and the Octave of Easter has passed, keep on
celebrating and wishing your friends a happyEaster. As St. John Charysostom
WMmWWEWW,WmEWCMMEW
Orthodox Chuurches on Easter,
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“Happy “Easter!
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